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matters of school attendance and confirmation if not vacci-
nated or revaccinated as their age may require. In December
.jio fewer than 127 streets were invaded by small-pox-30 on
the north side and 97 onthe south side of the Liffey. The

admissions to hospital were 262 in number, the notified cases
..310, and 26 deaths were registered. All possible steps are
being taken to prevent the spread of the disease, and 56
.persons were at the close of the year occupied in the removal
of patients and in the necessary processes of disinfection.
In the fourth quarter of 1894 the admissions to hospital
numbered 466 and the deaths registered 51, including 27
unvaccinated sufferers, of whom 9 were under five years of
age, and 21 vaccinated persons all over that age.

THE NATURE OF GASTRO-ENTERITIS IN INFANTS.

FROM examinations of the blood of infants suffering from
.gastro-enteritis, conducted in Professor Epstein’s clinic at

- Prague, A. Czerny and P. Moser think that this affection is to
be regarded as a general infection of intestinal origin.1 It

.is, therefore. different from dyspepsia, in which the disease
remains limited to the gastro-intestinal tract. Thus, out of
fifteen cases of gastro-enteritis in which the blood was
- examined during life, in twelve the presence of micro-

organisms was ascertained. On the other hand, in only
two out of thirty healthy children were cultures obtained
’from the blood, and of eleven infants suffering from dyspepsia
only one yielded that result. The microbes found circulating
in the blood in the subjects of gastro-enteritis comprised
staphylococci, streptococci, bacterium coli commune, bacillus
pyocyaneus, and bacterium lactis aerogenes, all of which are
’known to occur in the intestinal contents. It is pointed out
that this variety in organisms concords with the multifa-
riousness of the symptoms of gastro-enteritis, whilst it shows
that prophylactic measures are more hopeful than thera-
peutical, the value of which latter must depend on the kind
and intensity of the general infection.

THE ROWLANDSON EXHIBITION.

DID the comic portrait painter of the eighteenth century
see all whom he intended to bring into ridicule as the victims
of advanced acromegaly 7 Acromegaly is still of sufficiently
unusual occurrence, yet to the eyes of Rowlandson, Bunbury,
.and Gillray mankind could best be brought into contempt by
depicting them with the facies of the disease as they had
evolved it from their imagination. The immensely lengthened
lace, the projection of the under jaw and lip, the low fore-
head, the sunken eyes, the large ears, the swollen face are
all there, and placed on paper a hundred years before the
pathological condition was known to our profession. And
this becomes more astonishing when we remember that the
artists of those days were not idealists, but that without
any modern pretensions to realism they painted what they
thought they saw. And that they really saw the human
face, whether wrung into distortion for purposes of cari-
cature or graciously smoothed out for purposes of flattery,
to be different from what we see it, is proved to our minds
by the fact that Reynolds’s and Gainsborough’s courtly
creations have the same similarity to Each other that we have
described as being present in the work of the caricaturists.
Except to a connoisseur, who may be guided by some trick
in brnsh-work, it is often difficult to see the difference
between the Dachess of Dashire with hoop by Reynolds
and the Marchioness of Blankaster with dog by Gains-
borough. Those interested in Rowlandson’s work had
an excellent opportunity recently of seeing a collection
cf his drawings at the Fine Art Society in Bond-street.

1 Jahrbuch fur Kinderheilkunde, 1894. Abstract in Fortschritte der 
Medicin, 1895, No. 3.

-.-

Famous as a caricaturist, he was there seen in his less
known character of a graceful portrait painter, but the
characteristic countenances were not without numerous

examples. 
__

PYLOROPLASTY.

IN THE LANCET of July 9th, 1892, Dr. Limont and
Mr. Page published an account of the first case of

pyloroplasty performed in this country. In the following
May Mr. Pearce Gould published also in this journal
an account of a case in which he had repeated
Mikulicz’s operation and entered more fully into its details
and advantages. He also collected a series of twenty-
two other cases by various American and Continental

surgeons. In a recent brochure Dr. Corazza of Verona
records a successful case of his own, and adds a series of

twenty-seven other cases by Continental surgeons. Together
with Mr. Miller’s case recorded in THE LANCET of Dec. lst,
1894, and Mr. Morison’s case published in our columns to-
day, we obtain a total of fifty-three cases in which

pyloroplasty has been carried out for pyloric stenosis. Of

these, six have proved fatal-two from collapse, three from
sepsis, and one from internal haemorrhage consecutive to the
operation. These figures show an exceedingly satisfactory
result, and there is reason to look for a still further

improvement if the patients are submitted to operation
at an earlier period of the affection and with more perfect
observance of complete asepsis. The restoration of the
function of the stomach is a different matter from mere

recovery from the operation, and the published reports of the
cases are not in all cases complete in this respect, nor have
they been made sufficiently long after the operation to

permit of a full statement on this head. But here, too, early
operation is likely to yield far better results than when the
disease has been allowed to progress almost to a lethal point
before operation is resorted to.

DIPHTHERIA AT MITCHAM.

Ds. MAIR, the medical officer of health to the Croydon
Rural District Council, has presented a report to his health
committee upon the prevalence of diphtheria in Mitcham

during 1894, which contains some instructive facts. Out of
a total of 64 cases notified in the whole district during the
year, no fewer than 53 occurred in Mitcham and the adjoining
part of Merton, the number of houses invaded being respec-
tively thirty-seven and twenty-seven for the same areas.
Dr. Mair very properly points to the disparity between
invaded households and cases as a pressing need for an

isolation hospital. As regards the disproportionate incidence
in Mitcham and its vicinity the facts point clearly to school
infection, children attending one particular school in the
district from twenty-one out of the twenty-seven invaded
houses, yet in eleven of these the child first attacked did not
attend school. Dr. Mair thinks, therefore, that a wider
explanation is to be found in the drainage conditions, not
only of the school, but of the whole of the affected portion
of Mitcham. Owing to the defects in gradients and con-
nexions there is an actual influx of sewage from the main
sewer into the drains during flood times. His advice
that everything should be done to remedy this heading
back " of the sewage at all costs is therefore thoroughly
warranted; and in further proof of the unhealthiness
of the area it may be remarked that an inspection of
318 children attending the school in question resulted in
the discovery that 243, or nearly 47 per cent., had "unhealthy
throats." Chronic tonsillitis and a certain proportion of
granular throats were the prevailing conditions. It is not

surprising then that diphtheria should have found a footing
1 THE LANCET, May 20th, 1893.



428

here-the only wonder is that on such a fertile soil and in
such an environment it did not make more serious ravages.
Croydon has, as we know, generally enjoyed the reputation
of being particularly careful in its sanitary affairs. Its

rural sanitary’authority must bestir itself if it is not desirous
of losing this distinction, for a clearer case of defective
sanitation of a district could not be made out.

THE USE AND ABUSE OF INFANT INSURANCE. 
IT is not to be expected that a practice so common among I

the artisan classes as infant insurance should fail to

excite some difference of opinion. We are, therefore, pre- 
pared to find that our own utterances on this subject are
contrary to the views of certain critics. Two of our asser-
tions 1 in particular have been called in question. One is that
which relates to the cost of burial as being within the

competence of almost all thrifty working people ; the
other notices a possibly suggestive coincidence in the
fact that among 4629 children recently subjected to
cruel treatment 1237 were insured. It must not be

supposed that in these statements we desire to asso-

ciate with the principle of such insurances any necessarily
pernicious tendency. But, on the other hand, we are by no
means sure that they are as essential to the domestic economy
of the poor as some have asserted, or so fully justified by
their effects as is desirable in the public interest. Homely
thrift may not always meet the demands of illness or death,
although we believe it can do so much more often than is !,,
generally known. Where it cannot, let it be aided by any
prudent method which is safe and just, but this, in order to ’,
attain its purpose, must, in our view, be regulated with a
view to the actual cost of a poor child’s funeral, and not by
such lavish estimates as ignore that modest estimate ; and
it will be a matter well worthy of the consideration of the
Legislature, when the question of children’s insurance again
occupies the attention of "the House," whether the limit at
present placed by law upon such transactions should not be
cut down to a smaller figure than that at which it at present
stands. 

___

CHANGES IN THE LIVER IN TYPHOID FEVER.

VERY few observers have drawn attention to the patho-
logical changes occurring in the liver during typhoid fever ;
nevertheless, marked lesions are frequently found after

death. A paper by Dr. J. A. Amyot, detailing the histo-
logical appearances thus exhibited, appears in the Canadian
Practitioner for January of this year. The conclusions
arrived at were based upon the examination of the liver
in seven cases. Little nodules were found in all the speci-
mens, in some in small numbers and in others in compara-
tively great numbers. They varied from about onefortieth to
one-fifteenth of the size of the lobules, and were distributed
irregularly. Dr. Amyot divided the nodules into two classes,
the lymphoid ani the necrotic. Neither of them seemed to
be of new growth. At first they appeared to be alike,
but afterwards became invaded to a greater or lesser extent
by lymphoid cells. The ncdales were made up of masses of
unstained granular protoplasm. In some of these masses
the nuclei were still visible, though unstained. Some of the
nuclei were broken up into several fragments, which stained
diffusely. The capillaries of the nodules were filled with
granular material. Lymphoid cells were found chiefly in the
capillaries, but a few were seen between the hepatic cells. I

The so-called lymphoid nodules differed from this only in the
difficulty with which the formed elements were seen and on
account of the great number of lymphoid cells present.
They were sharply cut off from the surrounding tissue.
Besides these nodules there were present areas of capillary I

1 Vide THE LANCET, Jan. 19th, 1895.

dilatation, with only the nuclei remaining in the hepatic cells.
These areas were of varying size and location, but were gene.
rally larger than the nodules before described; they were as a
rule circular in form and were not so sharply marked off from
the surrounding tissue as the necrotic nodules ; they were
present in four out of the seven specimens. There was no

pigmentation. The other changes in these specimens were
nutmeg change, atrophy and pigmentation of the hepatic
cells, and dilatation of the capillaries in the intra-lobular vein
zone. Fatty degeneration of the cells in the portal vein zone
was present in two of the specimens. Beyond some excess
of granulation there was no change in the protoplasm of the
cells. Dr. Amyot, quoting Dr. Osler, remarks that no definite
relation between the typhoid bacilli and the nodules above
described has so far been made out.

THE students of King’s College have arranged for a concert
to be given at the College on Tuesday next, under the patron-
age of H.R.H. the Dake of Cambridge, the Dake of West-
minster, the Bishop of London, the Hon. W. F. D. Smith,
and Dr. Wace, on behalf of the funds of King’s College
Hospital. Mrs. Hutchinson, Miss Gambogi, Madame Haas,
Miss Kendall, Madame Anna Lang, Herr von Dulong.Mr.
Rumford, Mr. Wolseley, and Mr. Sewell will give their
services. 

___

LORD REAY, G.C.S.I., Vice-President of University
College, London, will preside at a dinner at the Criterion
Restaurant on Wednesday, March 13th, at which Sir John
Erichsen, Bart., F.R.S., .Sir J. Russell Reynolds, Bart.,
F.R.S., and Sir John Williams, Bart., M.D., are to be enter-
tained by their colleaguea, friends, and pupils. The honorary
secretaries, from whom tickets and all information may be
obtained, are Dr. Poore, 30, Wimpole-street, W., and Mr.
W. A. Meredith, 21, Manchester-square, W.

Pharmacology and Theurapeutics.
CHLORAL HYDRATE AND IRON.

SOME recent observations by Mr. Alexander Gunn show
that under some circumstances crystals of chloral hydrate
are subject to a peculiar yellow discolouration. This affects

only the surface of the crystals and seems to be due to the
accidental presence of a particle of iron in the stock bottle
and to the liberation of free hydrochloric acid. Similar dis-
colouration was easily produced by leaving some ordinary
white crystals of chloral hydrate in a test-tube for a week
together with a minute fragment of iron.

IODINE ADMINISTERED BY INJECTION.

The injection of a solution of iodine subcutaneously, or
into the substance of a muscle, has recently been practised
by some Italian surgeons for the treatment of several classes
of diseased conditions with apparently much success.2 Dr.
F. Durante, Clinical Professor of Surgery in Rome, has

employed these injections in pulmonary and arthritic
affections of a tuberculous character, and more recently Dr.
Mennella., a military surgeon, has extended the same treat-
ment to joint affections of a non-tuberculous nature. In two
cases of hydrarthrosis of the knee of traumatic origin, where
ice, tincture of iodine, blisters, and fixation, together with
large doses of iodide of potassium, had been tried for a
couple of months without result, peri-articular hypodermic
injections of iodine caused the fluid to rapidly disappear.
Again, in glandular enlargements both in the neck and in the
groin the same treatment gave excellent results. Dr.
Mennella subsequently tried iodine injections in cases of
syphilitic and grave malarial cachexia, and in anaemia and
hydraemia in patients recovering from exhausting diseases,
also in chloro anaemia in young girls, and in rickets in

1 Pharmaceutical Journal. No. 1278, p. 533.
2 La Semaine Medicale, Dec. 26th, 1894.


